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Box AF 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

In response to the Office Action mailed October 17, 2002, Applicant 
respectfully requests withdrawal of the finality of the last Office Action as being 
premature. 

Under MPEP § 706.07(b), it is not proper to make final a first Office 
action following a request for continued examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.114 where 
all claims are not drawn to the same invention prior to entry of the RCE. 

With entry of the RCE, claim 35 was newly added. Therefore, Applicant 
respectfiiUy requests that the Examiner withdraw the finality of the last Office Action. 

Further, Applicant has not been afforded an opportunity to respond to the 
Examiner's response to the previously submitted Declaration. As such, Applicant 
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respectfully requests that the Examiner withdraw the finality of the previous Office 
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prosecution of this application, please telephone the undersigned at 925-472-5000. 
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San Francisco, California 941 1 1-3834 
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